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2 — General Findings

2–1 Introduction
This chapter presents seven sections of analysis of crime gun information submitted by participat-
ing jurisdictions.  It contains tables and figures that describe: first, characteristics of crime gun
possessors; second, the relationship between crime gun purchasers and crime gun possessors;
third, the types of crime guns possessed, by type, caliber, manufacturer, and model; fourth, the
relationships between possessor’s age, weapon type, and the speed with which crime guns move
from first retail sale to criminal use and recovery by law enforcement; fifth, the geographic
sources of traced firearms; sixth, the number of crime guns with obliterated serial numbers; and
seventh, information about multiple sales and crime guns.

Following the Gun to the Criminal and the
Criminal Supplier.  This section of the report
provides an overview of key crime gun patterns,
based on the collection and analysis of thou-
sands of traces, to assist law enforcement
officials at the Federal, State, and local levels in
assessing the local crime gun problem and
deciding how best to deploy limited criminal
and regulatory enforcement resources against
gun criminals.

National Findings.  These general findings are
based on 64,637 crime gun trace requests from
the 32 jurisdictions participating in the Youth
Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative that have a
population of 250,000 inhabitants or more.
These jurisdictions comprise 48 percent of the
67 U.S. jurisdictions with a population over
250,000; the population of these 32 jurisdic-
tions is more than two-thirds of the 47 million
persons living in U.S. cities having over 250,000
inhabitants.  While not yet meeting the
program’s long-term goal of complete national
geographic coverage, this sample provides a
reasonable basis for national analyses of crime

gun trace information.  To give perspective on
the national findings, variations among cities
are highlighted throughout.

Presentation by Possessor Age Group.   To
show age differences in crime gun information,
this report puts the 64,637 trace requests into
three age groups—juveniles (ages 17 & under),
youth (ages18-24), and adults (ages 25 & older).
The total for all age groups is also included,
and some of the analyses also provide informa-
tion about the trace requests for which age is
unknown.

Annual Reports.  For the first time, ATF is
presenting these findings on a calendar year
basis.  This comprehensive crime gun trace
information from a large number of jurisdic-
tions complements the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) Uniform Crime Reports, the
National Crime Victimization Survey of the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, ATF’s reporting on
firearms commerce and firearms investiga-
tions,3 and other efforts to improve understand-
ing of violent crime in the United States.

3 Following the Gun: Enforcing Federal Laws Against Firearms Traffickers, Department of the Treasury, Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, June 2000; Commerce in Firearms in the United States (1999), Department of the
Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, February 2000.
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2–2 Age of Possessors

firearms were most frequently recovered from
youth.  Youth comprised 48 percent of the gun
possessors in Jersey City, NJ; 47 percent of the
gun possessors in Washington, DC and Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg, NC; and 46 percent of the
gun possessors in Boston, MA.

Juvenile and Youth Crime Guns Remain a
Problem.  The FBI’s Supplemental Homicide
Reports show that gun homicides committed by
juveniles and youth have declined 41 percent,
from 11,657 in 1993 to 6,863 in 1998.  They
remain a significant problem, however, ac-
counting for 57 percent of all gun homicides in
1998 for which the age of the offender is
known.  Juveniles alone accounted for 12
percent of these homicides in 1998.5

Parallel with Violent Crime Data.  While ATF
crime gun tracing is not complete, crime gun
information closely parallels data gathered on
violent crime from other sources.  In 1998,
according to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports,
for those offenders where an age is known,
individuals 18 years of age were arrested more
frequently than persons of any other age for
murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault.  Individuals 19 years of age were the
next most likely to be arrested for murder, rape,
and aggravated assault, and individuals 20
years of age were ranked third for murder and
aggravated assault.  Individuals ages 18 to 20
accounted for 30 percent of all persons arrested
for murder, 14 percent for forcible rape, 22
percent for robbery, and 12 percent for aggra-
vated assault.6

Possessor Age Information.  Information on
the age of the crime gun possessor was in-
cluded in 40,730 (63 percent) of the 64,637
trace requests received from participating
jurisdictions.

Ages 18 to 20.  As displayed in Figure 1, the
single most frequent age of crime gun possess-
ors was 19, followed closely by ages 20 and 18.
There was a significant increase in the number
of traces from 131 at age 13 to 2,204 at age 19.
Each year, more than 14,000 crime guns are
recovered from individuals between the ages of
18 and 24, the peak years for being a crime gun
possessor.  The number of crime gun trace
requests drops steadily from 1,699 at age 24 to
895 for possessors at age 30, and at the age of
50, there were only 298 trace requests.4

Juvenile, Youth, and Adult Crime Guns.  As
presented in Table 1, among the trace requests
for which the possessor’s age was known, adult
possession accounted for almost 57 percent of
the trace requests, youth possession accounted
for 34 percent, and the juvenile category ac-
counted for over 9 percent.

City Variations.  The age distribution of crime
gun possessors can vary considerably from the
national averages across cities.  In certain
cities, firearms were recovered predominantly
from adults.  For example, adults comprised 82
percent of gun possessors in San Jose, CA; 72
percent of the gun possessors in Miami, FL; 71
percent of the gun possessors in Houston, TX;
and 70 percent of the gun possessors in Cleve-
land, OH and Phoenix, AZ.  In other cities,

4 For a detailed listing of the number of trace requests by age, see Appendix B, Technical Note 6.
5 James A. Fox and Marianne W. Zawitz, Homicide Trends in the U.S., Bureau of Justice Statistics, February 1, 2000,

pg 87.
6 FBI Uniform Crime Reports 1998, Table 38, p. 220.
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Figure 1: Age of Crime Gun Possessor

This graph is based on 40,635 trace requests that indicate the possessor’s age.
Possessors younger than 10 and older than 80 are not included in this graph.

Table 1: Age Group of Crime Gun Possessor

Trace Requests for which Possessor’s Age can be Determined 40,730 100.0%

Crime Gun Trace Requests with:

Juvenile Possessor (Ages 17 & Under) 3,790 9.3%

Youth Possessor (Ages 18-24) 13,838 34.0%

Adult Possessor (Ages 25 & Older) 23,102 56.7%
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2–3 When the Crime Gun Purchaser Is the Crime Gun Possessor

or given as a gift; stolen by its criminal pos-
sessor; or stolen and trafficked, among other
possibilities.

Investigative Methods for Tracking the
Chain of Transfers from Retail Sale to the
Crime Gun Possessor.  FFL reporting to the
NTC.  ATF, in 2000, began requiring certain
FFLs who failed to cooperate with crime gun
traces as well as those with 10 or more crime
gun traces with a time-to-crime of 3 years or
less, to report certain firearms transaction
information to the NTC to permit crime gun
tracing.  State documentation.  States may
impose additional firearm transfer documenta-
tion requirements that law enforcement agen-
cies may use to trace firearms purchased in-
State.  Investigative tracing.  For traces of crime
guns recovered from juveniles and traces in-
volving certain crimes, ATF agents, often work-
ing with State and local law enforcement
officials in YCGII cities, will follow the gun
through the chain of possession to an illegal
supplier by performing an investigative trace.
Investigative tracing uses interviews and other
investigative techniques to track the gun
through the entire chain of transfers to the
criminal possessor.  Investigative tracing is a
resource-intensive investigative method that is
not practicable for all gun crimes.

Most Crime Guns Are Not Possessed by
Their First Purchasers.  In about 89 percent
(19,196 of 21,594) of the trace requests where
the crime gun possessor and the purchaser are
known, they are not the same individuals.
There is little variation by firearm type.  This
shows the importance of a full investigation of
the chain of possession of crime guns.

Transfers of a Firearm beyond the Initial
Purchase by a Retail Customer Usually
Cannot Be Followed to the Criminal Pos-
sessor Using Serial Numbers and Transfer
Documentation Alone.  Federal law does not
require unlicensed sellers to perform Brady
background checks or maintain transfer
records for tracing, and firearm owners are not
required to keep a record of the serial number
of their firearms or to report lost or stolen
firearms.  Therefore, it is generally impossible
for a National Tracing Center (NTC) crime gun
trace alone to identify purchasers beyond the
initial retail purchaser.   If a crime gun is not
recovered from its original purchaser, it has
been transferred at least once in the secondary
market, that is, by someone other than an FFL.
These transfers may be lawful or unlawful.  The
crime gun may have been transferred by a
straw purchaser; re-sold by an unlicensed seller
or as a used gun by an FFL; borrowed, traded,
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2–4 Firearm Type, Caliber, Manufacturer, and Model

Trace Request Information.  Trace requests
are required to include the type, caliber, manu-
facturer, and serial number of the crime gun
because this information is necessary to trace a
firearm from manufacturer and wholesale
distributor to the point of sale.  Information
about the particular model of the firearm is not
required but is provided consistently in some
jurisdictions and is proving useful.  (See Appen-
dix C, ATF Firearm Trace Request Form.)

Classification in this Report.  Generally,
crime guns described in this report are classi-
fied by the different kinds of information
provided on the ATF trace form.  For some of
the tables and figures in this report, firearms
are placed into two basic groups: handguns and
long guns.  Handguns include semiautomatic
pistols, revolvers, and derringers.  Long guns
include shotguns and rifles.  All other firearms
are accounted for in an “Other” category.

Patterns in Types of Crime Guns.  Classifying
crime guns by type, caliber, manufacturer, and
model allows law enforcement to differentiate
among firearms.  When large numbers of trace
requests are analyzed, the patterns in crime
gun types emerge.  With more comprehensive
information, more complete analysis is pos-
sible.  In this report, different patterns are
highlighted by focusing separately on type,
caliber, manufacturer, and model.

Targeting Criminals, Protecting Officer
Safety.  Detailed information about crime guns
enables law enforcement to target criminal and
regulatory resources on the sources of those
crime guns.  As criminals shift illegal sources, law
enforcement officials can target the new sources,
and deter and make more difficult criminal
acquisition.  Knowledge of what crime guns
criminals are using is also an important consid-
eration for State and local law enforcement in
assessing potential departmental safety mea-
sures.
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Firearm Type

Handguns, Especially Semiautomatic Pis-
tols.  As displayed in Figure 2 and Table 2,
traced crime guns are largely handguns (77
percent) and, among handguns, largely semiau-
tomatic pistols, which alone account for half
(50 percent) of all crime guns traced.

Juveniles and Youth with Handguns, Adults
with More Long Guns.  The dominance of
handguns and semiautomatic pistols is espe-
cially present among juveniles and youth.
Semiautomatic pistols are more prevalent
among juveniles (57 percent) and youth (60
percent) than among adults (47 percent).  A
substantial portion of firearm traces, 21 per-
cent, involves a shotgun or a rifle, but juveniles
or youth infrequently possess these long guns.
Adults are nearly twice as likely (24 percent) as
juveniles (13 percent) to possess a recovered
long gun.

Unknown Age Group Resembles Adults.
When the age of the crime gun possessor is
unknown, the distribution of firearm types
among trace requests is similar to the distribu-
tion among crime guns recovered from adults;
semiautomatic pistols are the most common
crime gun but a substantial proportion of long
guns is also found.

City Variations.  The distribution of semiauto-
matic pistols, revolvers, shotguns, and rifles
among adult, youth, and juvenile possessors
was remarkably stable across participating

cities, but there were some important differ-
ences in a few cities.

• For example, 97 percent of the firearms
submitted for tracing by the Atlanta, GA
Police Department were handguns.  Semi-
automatic pistols were clearly the weapon
of choice in Atlanta; 79 percent of youth
recoveries, 72 percent of juvenile recover-
ies, and 69 percent of adult recoveries in
Atlanta were semiautomatic pistols.

• Trace requests in Phoenix, AZ and Philadel-
phia, PA also revealed a high percentage of
semiautomatic pistol recoveries across all
age groups.

• In some cites, there were higher percent-
ages of semiautomatic pistol recoveries in
only one age group.  For example, 67
percent of guns recovered from youth in
Milwaukee, WI and 61 percent of guns
recovered from youth in Portland, OR were
semiautomatic pistols.

• Revolvers were the most frequently recov-
ered firearms from juveniles in Houston,
TX (40 percent) and in Tampa, FL (47
percent).

• Long guns were also more frequently recov-
ered from youth and juveniles in San Jose,
CA; Houston, TX; and San Antonio, TX when
compared with participating cities overall.
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Table 2: Firearm Type by Age Group of Possessor

Juveniles Youth Adult Age Unknown All Ages
(ages 17 & under) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & over)

Firearm Type Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All Firearm Types 3,790 100.0 13,838 100.0 23,102 100.0 23,907 100.0 64,637 100.0

Semiautomatic Pistol  2,149 56.7 8,351 60.3 10,777 46.6 10,814 45.2  32,091 49.6

Revolver 1,119 29.5  3,296 23.8  6,385 27.6  6,941 29.0 17,741 27.4

Rifle  231 6.1 938 6.8  2,902 12.6 3,023 12.6 7,094 11.0

Shotgun  246 6.5 1,092 7.9  2,626 11.4 2,764 11.6 6,728 10.4

Other 45 1.2 161 1.2 412 1.8 365 1.5 983 1.5

Figure 2: Major Gun Types by Age Group of Possessor

Juveniles Youth Adult Age Unknown All Ages
0
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Type and Caliber/Gauge of Firearms

of all handgun trace requests:

• 9mm semiautomatic pistols
• .38 caliber revolvers
• .380 caliber semiautomatic pistols
• .25 caliber semiautomatic pistols

Youth and 9mm Semiautomatic Pistols.
While the 9mm semiautomatic pistol is the
most frequent handgun type among all age
groups (23 percent), this is especially so among
youth, where this one handgun type accounted
for 28 percent of all trace requests.

Most Frequently Traced Handguns and Long
Guns by Type and Caliber.  Table 3 and Figure
3 rank handgun types and calibers for which
the most trace requests were submitted for
individual age groups and all ages combined.
Table 4 and Figure 4 rank long gun types and
calibers by the most frequent to the tenth most
frequent for all age groups.

Four Main Handguns.  When crime guns are
described by type and caliber, they are notably
concentrated.  As shown in Table 3, four hand-
gun types and calibers accounted for 62 percent

Table 3:  Top Ten Handguns by Type and Caliber and
by Age Group of Possessor

Handgun Type and Caliber Youth
(ages 18-24)

Number Percent

Semiautomatic Pistol 9mm 3,260 27.6
Semiautomatic Pistol .380 1,780 15.1
Revolver .38 1,499 12.7
Semiautomatic Pistol .25 1,124 9.5
Semiautomatic Pistol .45 771 6.5
Revolver .357 713 6.0
Revolver .22 575 4.9
Semiautomatic Pistol .22 532 4.5
Semiautomatic Pistol .40 477 4.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .32 316 2.7

All Handguns 11,791 100.0

Handgun Type and Caliber Juvenile
(ages 17 & under)

Number Percent

Semiautomatic Pistol 9mm 629 19.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .380 528 16.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .25 483 14.6
Revolver .38 457 13.8
Revolver .22 272 8.2
Semiautomatic Pistol .22 216 6.5
Revolver .32 186 5.6
Revolver .357 151 4.6
Semiautomatic Pistol .45 112 3.4
Semiautomatic Pistol .32 92 2.8

All Handguns 3,308 100.0

Handgun Type and Caliber Adult
(ages 25 & over)

Number Percent

Semiautomatic Pistol 9mm 3,976 22.7
Revolver .38 2,903 16.6
Semiautomatic Pistol .380 2,212 12.6
Semiautomatic Pistol .25 1,570 9.0
Revolver .357 1,334 7.6
Revolver .22 1,076 6.1
Semiautomatic Pistol .45 983 5.6
Semiautomatic Pistol .22 739 4.2
Semiautomatic Pistol .32 631 3.6
Semiautomatic Pistol .40 625 3.6

All Handguns 17,526 100.0

Handgun Type and Caliber Age Unknown
Number Percent

Semiautomatic Pistol 9mm 3,815 21.2
Revolver .38 3,249 18.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .380 2,164 12.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .25 1,764 9.8
Revolver .22 1,289 7.2
Revolver .357 1,213 6.7
Semiautomatic Pistol .45 904 5.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .22 876 4.9
Revolver .32 745 4.1
Semiautomatic Pistol .40 545 3.0

All Handguns 18,024 100.0
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Table 3:  Top Ten Handguns by Type and Caliber and
by Age Group of Possessor (Continued)

Handgun Type and Caliber All Ages
Number Percent

Semiautomatic Pistol 9mm 11,680 23.0
Revolver .38 8,108 16.0
Semiautomatic Pistol .380 6,684 13.2
Semiautomatic Pistol .25 4,941 9.8
Revolver .357 3,411 6.7
Revolver .22  3,212 6.3
Semiautomatic Pistol .45 2,770 5.5
Semiautomatic Pistol .22 2,363 4.7
Revolver .32 1,878 3.7
Semiautomatic Pistol .40 1,699 3.4

All Handguns 50,676 100.0

Figure 3: Top Ten Handguns by Type and Caliber for All Ages
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Two Main Long Guns.  As shown in Table 4
and Figure 4, there is even greater concentra-
tion among long guns recovered as crime guns
than among handguns.  Two long gun types, the
12 gauge shotgun and the .22 caliber rifle,
accounted for 12 percent of all trace requests
and more than 57 percent of all long gun trace
requests.

Juveniles and Youth.  The concentration of
the 12 gauge shotgun and .22 caliber rifle is
greater within the juvenile (66 percent) and
youth (61 percent) age groups than among
adults (56 percent).

Table 4:  Top Ten Long Guns by Type and Caliber/Gauge
by Age Group of Possessor

Juvenile
(ages 17 & under)

Number Percent

Shotgun 12 GA 187 39.2
Rifle .22 129 27.0
Shotgun 20 GA 39 8.2
Rifle 7.62mm 28 5.9
Shotgun .410 GA 14 2.9
Rifle 9mm 10 2.1
Rifle .223 7 1.5
Rifle .30-30 7 1.5
Rifle .30 7 1.5
Shotgun 16 GA 6 1.3

All Long Guns 477 100.0

Youth
(ages 18-24)

Number Percent

Shotgun 12 GA 856 42.2
Rifle .22 374 18.4
Rifle 7.62mm 262 12.9
Shotgun 20 GA 143 7.0
Rifle 9mm 72 3.5
Rifle .223 55 2.7
Shotgun .410 GA 51 2.5
Rifle .30-30 45 2.2
Rifle .30 35 1.7
Shotgun 16 GA 32 1.6

All Long Guns 2,030 100.0

Adult
(ages 25 & over)

Number Percent

Shotgun 12 GA 1,938 35.1
Rifle .22 1,128 20.4
Rifle 7.62mm 468 8.5
Shotgun 20 GA 367 6.6
Rifle .30-30 207 3.7
Shotgun .410 GA 181 3.3
Rifle .30-06 161 2.9
Rifle .223 138 2.5
Shotgun 16 GA 111 2.0
Rifle .30 106 1.9

All Long Guns 5,528 100.0

Age Unknown
Number Percent

Shotgun 12 GA 2,000 34.6
Rifle .22 1,330 23.0
Rifle 7.62mm 486 8.4
Shotgun 20 GA 413 7.1
Shotgun .410 GA 202 3.5
Rifle .30-30 185 3.2
Rifle .223 139 2.4
Rifle .30-06 138 2.4
Shotgun 16 GA 120 2.1
Rifle .30 104 1.8

All Long Guns 5,787 100.0

Type and Caliber/Gauge of Firearms (Continued)

Long Gun Type
and Caliber/Gauge

Long Gun Type
and Caliber/Gauge

Long Gun Type
and Caliber/Gauge

Long Gun Type
and Caliber/Gauge
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Table 4:  Top Ten Long Guns by Type and Caliber/Gauge
by Age Group of Possessor (Continued)

All Ages
Number Percent

Shotgun 12 GA 4,981 36.0
Rifle .22 2,961 21.4
Rifle 7.62mm 1,244 9.0
Shotgun 20 GA 962 7.0
Shotgun .410 GA 448 3.2
Rifle .30-30 444 3.2
Rifle .223 339 2.5
Rifle .30-06 327 2.4
Rifle 9mm 279 2.0
Shotgun 16 GA 269 1.9

All Long Guns 13,822 100.0

Figure 4: Top Ten Long Guns by Type and Caliber/Gauge for All Ages

Long Gun Type
and Caliber/Gauge
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Manufacturer, Caliber/Gauge, and Type of Firearms

Most Frequently Traced Firearms, Hand-
guns, and Long Guns.  Table 5 ranks fre-
quently traced firearms by manufacturer, cali-
ber/gauge, and type for each age group.  Table 6
ranks revolvers and semiautomatic pistols for
all age groups by the frequency with which they
occur in firearm trace requests and Table 7
ranks shotguns and rifles.

Crime Guns Concentrated.  Ten firearms by
manufacturer, caliber, and type accounted for
24 percent (15,211) of all trace requests
(64,637).  Over 1,500 different firearms and 87
calibers accounted for the remaining crime
guns (49,426).

Most Frequently Traced Crime Guns.  Smith
& Wesson .38 revolvers (2,968 trace requests)
top the list for all age groups combined and
ranked in the top three crime guns traced in
each age group.  Among juveniles and youth,
the Lorcin Engineering .380 semiautomatic
pistol was the firearm most frequently traced.
Among adults and all age groups combined, this
same firearm is the second most frequently
listed.  The only long gun in the top 10 traced
firearms among all age groups combined was
the Mossberg 12 gauge shotgun (1,287 trace
requests).  Among adults, the Marlin .22 caliber
rifle ranked ninth (370 trace requests).

Table 5: Top Ten Crime Guns by Manufacturer, Caliber/Gauge, and Type
by Age Group of Possessor

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber/Gauge Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns

Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 165 4.4
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 160 4.2
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 138 3.6
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 92 2.4
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 90 2.4
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 87 2.3
Lorcin Engineering .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 79 2.1
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 67 1.8
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 64 1.7
Lorcin Engineering 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 57 1.5
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Table 5: Top Ten Crime Guns by Manufacturer, Caliber/Gauge, and Type
by Age Group of Possessor (Continued)

Youth (ages 18-24)

Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber/Gauge Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns

Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 541 3.9
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 520 3.8
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 504 3.6
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 349 2.5
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 329 2.4
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 321 2.3
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 318 2.3
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 303 2.2
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 270 2.0
Mossberg 12GA Shotgun 255 1.8

Adult (ages 25 & over)

Number of Percent of
Manufacturer Caliber/Gauge Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns

Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 1,007 4.4
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 619 2.7
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 573 2.5
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 508 2.2
Mossberg 12GA Shotgun 499 2.2
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 498 2.2
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 465 2.0
Taurus .38 Revolver 406 1.8
Marlin .22 Rifle 370 1.6
Rossi .38 Revolver 368 1.6

All Ages
Number of Percent of

Manufacturer Caliber/Gauge Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns

Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 2,968 4.6
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,911 3.0
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,636 2.5
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,394 2.2
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,376 2.1
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 1,335 2.1
Mossberg 12GA Shotgun 1,287 2.0
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,134 1.8
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,107 1.7
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,063 1.6
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Most Frequently Traced Long Guns.  As
shown in Table 7, 10 long guns accounted for 45
percent (6,240) of all long gun trace requests
(13,822). Among all age groups, the Mossberg 12
gauge shotgun represented 9 percent of long gun
trace requests.  The imported North China Indus-
tries 7.62mm rifle constituted 6 percent (873) of
all long gun trace requests, the third most fre-
quent trace requests for long guns among all age
groups.

City Variations.  The top 10 firearms were well
represented among the most frequently
recovered firearms in all participating cities,
but the specific mix of firearms in a particular
city could differ from the national top 10 crime
guns.  Local law enforcement agencies should
be aware that manufacturers and calibers of
firearms not listed in the overall top 10 crime
guns may comprise an important part of the
local illegal gun market for a particular age
group within their city.  Three firearms were
not represented in the overall top 10 recovered
crime guns for any age group, but were
frequently recovered crime guns in many
jurisdictions:

• the North China Industries 7.62mm rifle, a
firearm frequently recovered from adults,
youth, and/or juveniles in 12 cities (Bir-
mingham, AL;  Charlotte-Mecklenburg, NC;
Dallas, TX; Detroit, MI; Gary, IN; Jersey
City,NJ; New Orleans, LA; Portland, OR;
Tucson, AZ; Richmond, VA; San Antonio,
TX; and St. Louis, MO);

• the Glock G.m.b.H. 9mm semiautomatic
pistol, a firearm frequently recovered from
adults, youth, and/or juveniles in 10 cities
(Boston, MA; Bridgeport, CT; Denver/Aurora,
CO; Gary, IN; Los Angeles, CA; Louisville,
KY; Las Vegas, NV; Miami, FL; Philadelphia,
PA; and Phoenix, AZ); and

• the Hi-Point 9mm semiautomatic pistol, a
firearm frequently recovered from adults,
youth, and/or juveniles in seven cities
(Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, MD; Cincinnati,
OH; Cleveland, OH; Philadelphia, PA;
Tampa, FL; and Tucson, AZ).

7 See Section 4-4 for a discussion of manufacturer ranking when the specific model of firearm is considered, in
contrast to a ranking of firearms by manufacturer and caliber, as here.

Manufacturer, Caliber/Gauge, and Type of Firearms (Continued)

Most Frequently Traced Handguns.  As
shown in Table 6, 10 handguns by manufac-
turer, type, and caliber accounted for 29 per-
cent (14,918) of handgun trace requests
(50,676).  Three handguns manufactured by
Smith & Wesson, the .38 caliber and .357
caliber revolvers and the 9mm semiautomatic
pistol, ranked in the top 10 most frequently
traced handguns.  Two handguns manufactured
by Bryco Arms, the .380 caliber and the 9mm
semiautomatic pistol, are also included in the
top 10 most frequently traced handguns.7
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Manufacturer, Caliber/Gauge, and Type of Firearms (Continued)

Table 6: Top Ten Handguns by Manufacturer, Caliber, and Type

Handguns
Number of Percent of

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns

Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 2,968 5.9
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,911 3.8
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,636 3.2
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,394 2.8
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,376 2.7
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 1,335 2.6
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,134 2.2
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,107 2.2
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,063 2.1
Taurus .38 Revolver 994 2.0

All Handguns 50,676 100.0

Table 7:  Top Ten Long Guns by Manufacturer, Caliber/Gauge, and Type

Long Guns
Number of Percent of

Manufacturer Caliber/Gauge Type of Crime Gun Crime Guns Crime Guns

Mossberg 12 GA Shotgun 1,287 9.3
Marlin .22 Rifle 907 6.6
North China Industries 7.62mm Rifle 873 6.3
Remington Arms 12 GA Shotgun 705 5.1
Winchester 12 GA Shotgun 639 4.6
Savage 12 GA Shotgun 448 3.2
Remington Arms .22 Rifle 396 2.9
Ruger .22 Rifle 360 2.6
Winchester .22 Rifle 338 2.4
Maverick Arms 12 GA Shotgun 287 2.1

All Long Guns 13,822 100.0
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Manufacturer, Model, Caliber/Gauge, and Type of Firearms

New Specificity.  Information on the specific
models of crime guns is being provided for the
first time this year.  Tables 8a and 8b specify
traced handguns and long guns by manufacturer’s
model, based on data from nine cities where
traces reported the model at least 75 percent of
the time: Atlanta, GA; Charlotte-Mecklenburg, NC;
Gary, IN; Jersey City, NJ; Miami, FL; New Orleans,
LA; Omaha, NE; Richmond, VA; and Seattle, WA.

Significance of Model Information.  Manufac-
turer and caliber information focus law enforce-
ment on the major types of crime guns.  Model
information allows law enforcement to identify
crime guns with greater specificity.  Manufacturers
that have been in business for many years have
produced numerous models of firearms in certain
frequently traced calibers.  Other manufacturers are
more recently established, out of business, and/or
have manufactured only a few models.  Therefore,
when crime gun information is available by manu-
facturer only, the role of some models of crime gun
may not be apparent.  When model information is
available, the placement of particular manufac-
turers’ firearms on the list of most frequently
traced firearms can change substantially.

Handgun Models.  As shown in Table 8a, the
most frequently traced handgun model overall

and in each possessor age group is the Lorcin
Engineering L380 .380 caliber semiautomatic pistol.
The second most frequently traced handgun is the
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm semiautomatic pistol.
By contrast, while the Smith & Wesson .38 caliber
revolver was the most frequently traced firearm by
manufacturer and caliber (Table 5), no single
model appears with comparable frequency.
When model information is included, the Ruger
9mm semiautomatic pistol that appeared in third
place on Table 5 is shown to be two different
weapons, the Model P95 and the Model P89, among
the most frequently traced handgun models.  Raven
Arms .25 caliber semiautomatic pistols, among the
top 10 crime guns by manufacturer and caliber
(Table 5), include the Model MP25, the fourth most
frequently traced model.  Bryco Arms .380 caliber
and 9mm semiautomatic pistols appeared on the
top 10 lists for juveniles and youths (Table 5); by
model, the Model  9, Model 38, and Model 48 were
among the top 10 youth crime guns, with the
latter also a most frequently traced crime gun
among juveniles and overall.  Among youth, nine
of the top 10 crime guns are 9mm or .380 caliber,
with the exception of the Smith & Wesson Sigma
.40 caliber semiautomatic pistol.  By model, an
addition to the top 10 for all age groups is the Hi-
Point C 9mm semiautomatic pistol.

Table 8a: Top Ten Handguns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber, and Type
by Age Group of Possessor, for Selected Cities

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

Percent of
Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Number Guns

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 23 7.0
Raven Arms MP25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 11 3.4
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 9 2.8
Lorcin Engineering L25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 7 2.1
Charter Arms Undercover .38 Revolver 6 1.8
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 6 1.8
Smith & Wesson 36 .38 Revolver 6 1.8
Bryco Arms 48 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 5 1.5
Bryco Arms 9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 5 1.5
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 5 1.5

Total with Model Information 327 100.0
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Table 8a: Top Ten Handguns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber, and Type
by Age Group of Possessor, for Selected Cities (Continued)

Youth (ages 18-24)
Percent of

Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Number Guns

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 96 5.4
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 65 3.7
Ruger P95 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 49 2.8
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 36 2.0
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 34 1.9
Ruger P89 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 33 1.9
Bryco Arms 9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 29 1.6
Bryco Arms 48 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 28 1.6
Bryco Arms 38 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 27 1.5
Smith & Wesson Sigma .40 Semiautomatic Pistol 26 1.5

Total with Model Information 1,775 100.0

Adult (ages 25 & over)
Percent of

Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Number Guns

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 142 5.0
Ruger P89 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 74 2.6
Raven Arms MP25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 62 2.2
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 59 2.1
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 48 1.7
Ruger P95 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 41 1.4
Taurus 85 .38 Revolver 37 1.3
Rossi M68 .38 Revolver 33 1.2
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 32 1.1
Glock G.m.b.H. 22 .40 Semiautomatic Pistol 31 1.1

Total with Model Information 2,854 100.0

All Ages
Percent of

Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Number Guns

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 411 5.1
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 199 2.5
Ruger P89 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 167 2.1
Raven Arms MP25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 158 1.9
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 153 1.9
Ruger P95 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 128 1.6
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 105 1.3
Bryco Arms 48 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 98 1.2
Taurus 85 .38 Revolver 93 1.1
Lorcin Engineering L25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 90 1.1

Total with Model Information 8,106 100.0
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Long Gun Models.  As shown in Table 8b,
consistent with manufacturer information
shown in Table 7, the Marlin 60 .22 caliber rifle
was the most frequently traced long gun for
adults, followed by the Mossberg 500 12 gauge
shotgun.  Also included on the adult list was the
Colt AR15 .223 caliber rifle.  Among youth, the
North China Industries SKS 7.62mm rifle led
the list, followed by the Mossberg 500 12 gauge
shotgun, and the very similar Maverick Arms
88 12 gauge shotgun.  Also on the list: the
Remington 870 12 gauge shotgun; the North
China Industries MAK90 rifle and SKS 7.62mm
rifle; and the Hi-Point 995 9mm rifle.

Officer Safety.  ATF is providing officer safety
information relating to crime guns for the first
time this year in order to assist State and local

law enforcement managers in assessing poten-
tial departmental safety measures.  Table 8b
shows that for all age groups, the North China
Industries Model SKS 7.62mm caliber rifle is
the rifle model most frequently encountered by
law enforcement officers.  The North China
Industries Model MAK90 7.62mm caliber rifle
is also encountered in significant numbers, and
the Colt Model AR15 .223 caliber rifle is among
the long guns most frequently recovered from
adult possessors.8  These rifles, as well as most
other rifles, will pose an enhanced threat to law
enforcement, in part, because of their ability to
expel projectiles at velocities that are capable of
penetrating the type of soft body armor typi-
cally worn by the average police officer.

Table 8b: Top Ten Long Guns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber/Gauge, and
Type by Age Group of Possessor, for Selected Cities

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

Percent of
Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Number Guns

North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 8 19.5
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 5 12.2
Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 4 9.8
Ithaca Gun Company 37 12 GA Shotgun 2 4.9

Total with Model Information 327 100.0

8 The North China Industries model SKS 7.62 has been barred from importation into the United States since May
1994 when the President banned the importation of munitions from China.  Letter to Secretary of the Treasury
Lloyd M. Bentsen from Secretary of State Warren Christopher, May 28, 1994.

The Colt AR-15 is a semiautomatic assault weapon as defined in the Gun Control Act of 1968. 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(30).
It is generally unlawful to possess or transfer these firearms. 18 U.S.C. 922(v)(1).  This prohibition, however, does
not apply to any AR-15 that was lawfully possessed on or before Sept. 13, 1994. 18 U.S.C. 921(v)(2).

The North China Industries MAK90 has been barred from importation since May 1994 when the President banned
the importation of munitions from China.  In addition, in 1998, it was determined that this firearm was not
generally recognized as particularly suitable for sporting purposes and, therefore, could not be legally imported into
the United States. 18 U.S.C. 925(d)(3).  Department of the Treasury Study on the Sporting Suitability of Modified
Semiautomatic Assault Weapons, April 1998, Department of the Treasury.
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Table 8b: Top Ten Long Guns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber/Gauge, and
Type by Age Group of Possessor, for Selected Cities (Continued)

Youth (ages 18-24)
Percent of

Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Number Guns

North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 33 13.3
Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 28 11.3
Maverick Arms 88 12 GA Shotgun 15 6.0
Remington Arms 870 12 GA Shotgun 13 5.2
North China Industries MAK90 7.62mm Rifle 11 4.4
Hi-Point 995 9mm Rifle 10 4.0
Winchester 1300 12 GA Shotgun 6 2.4
Marlin 60 .22 Rifle 4 1.6
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 4 1.6
Universal Firearms M1 .30 Rifle 4 1.6

Total with Model Information 248 100.0

Adult (ages 25 & over)
Percent of

Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Number Guns

Marlin 60 .22 Rifle 33 6.2
Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 32 6.0
Remington Arms 870 12 GA Shotgun 22 4.1
North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 18 3.4
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 12 2.2
Hi-Point 995 9mm Rifle 11 2.1
Winchester 94 .30-30 Rifle 11 2.1
Maverick Arms 88 12 GA Shotgun 10 1.9
Colt AR15 .223 Rifle 9 1.7
North China Industries MAK90 7.62mm Rifle 9 1.7

Total with Model Information 536 100.0

All Ages
Percent of

Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Number Guns

Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 105 6.5
North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 97 6.0
Remington Arms 870 12 GA Shotgun 68 4.2
Marlin 60 .22 Rifle 66 4.1
Maverick Arms 88 12 GA Shotgun 49 3.0
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 41 2.5
Hi-Point 995 9mm Rifle 34 2.1
North China Industries MAK90 7.62mm Rifle 31 1.9
Winchester 1300 12 GA Shotgun 29 1.8
Winchester 94 .30-30 Rifle 20 1.2

Total with Model Information 1,609 100.0
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2-5  Time-to-Crime

Time-to-Crime.  An important consideration in
understanding firearms trafficking is the length
of time from a firearm’s first retail sale by a
Federal firearm licensee (FFL) to its recovery
by law enforcement as a crime gun.  A short
time-to-crime can be an indicator of illegal
firearms trafficking.  Focusing on these fire-
arms alone can produce significant trafficking
trends and patterns.  Investigating crime guns
with short time-to-crime allows law enforce-
ment to seek out sources of crime guns and
disrupt the flow of illegal firearms trafficking.

Limitation on Time-to-Crime Information
for Used Crime Guns.  Since an NTC trace
generally extends only to the first retail pur-
chaser, a trace of a gun sold used by an unli-
censed seller or FFL usually will not show a fast
time-to-crime, even if it was recovered by law
enforcement shortly after its most recent trans-
fer.  Therefore, the time-to-crime measure as an
indicator of trafficking is clearest when applied
to guns sold new by FFLs.

Percentage of Traces with Time-to-Crime.
To compute time-to-crime, both the date the
firearm was recovered and the date it was
purchased from a retail FFL must be known.
Sufficient information to compute a time-to-
crime was provided for 50 percent (32,573) of
the crime gun traces (64,637).  These traces are
analyzed in this section.

Reporting Median Time-to-Crime.  Through-
out this report, the average time-to-crime for
specific guns, for age groups, and for other sets
of traces is reported by the median.  The me-
dian is the actual time-to-crime value of the
middle gun in a group when all of the guns in

that group have been sorted in order by time-
to-crime.  The median is a particularly useful
measure of central tendency when a variable
has a small subset of cases with extreme values;
such as the case with time-to-crime.

Many New Crime Guns.  The illegal market in
guns involves new guns, used guns, and stolen
guns. Figure 5 displays the cumulative percent
of crime guns by years since purchase, and
shows that nearly a third (32 percent, 10,275)
of recovered crime guns for which a time-to-
crime could be computed (32,597) had been
purchased for the first time within 3 years of
their recovery.  Since these crime guns were all
recovered in 1999, nearly one-third of the crime
guns with known time-to-crime entered firearm
commerce in 1996 or later.

Many Very Short Time-to-Crime Guns.
Crime guns with very short time-to-crime
represent a priority for further investigation, as
the original transaction may have involved
illegal diversion that is continuing.  As shown
in Figure 6, about 15 percent (4,791) of the
crime guns recovered in 1999 for which a time-
to-crime could be computed had a time-to-
crime of 12 months or less.  Another 9 percent
(2,930) of the recovered crime guns had a time-
to-crime of over 1 year and up to 2 years.9

Relatively Short Time-to-Crime for All Crime
Guns.  As shown in Figure 5, half of the crime
guns recovered in 1999 had a time-to-crime of
5.7 years or less.10  This is a relatively short
period of time.  Gun owners surveyed in 1994
indicated that they had owned their firearm an
average of 13 years.11

9 The exact numbers and percents for Figures 5 and 6 can be found in Appendix B, Technical Note 7.  Additional time-
to-crime estimates are included in Appendix B, Technical Note 8.

10 Calculation of time-to-crime in years is based on an initial calculation of the number of days between purchase date
and recovery date.  Days-to-crime is converted to years by dividing by 365.25, and rounded to one decimal point.

11 Phillip J. Cook and Jens Ludwig, Guns in America, Police Foundation 1997.
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Figure 6: Percentage of Traced Crime Guns by Time-to-Crime

Figure 5: Cumulative Percentage of Traced Crime Guns by Time-to-Crime
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Time-to-Crime by Firearm Type and Age Group of Possessor

Variation by Firearm Type and Age Group.
Time-to-crime varies with the type of firearm
and the age of the possessor.

Semiautomatic Pistols in Contrast to Revolv-
ers.  As shown in Table 9 and Figure 7, while the
median time-to-crime for semiautomatic pistols
(21,095) is 4.3 years, for revolvers (7,912) the
median time-to-crime is 11.7 years.

Juvenile, Youth, and Adult Crime Guns
Contrasted.  As shown in Table 9, the median
time-to-crime for crime guns possessed by
youth is 4.8 years, a year and a half shorter
than for crime guns possessed by juveniles (6.3
years), and a little less than a year shorter than
for adults (5.6 years).

Juveniles.  As shown in Table 9 and Figure 8,
juveniles tend to possess firearms that have a
long time-to-crime.  Their median time-to-
crime is the longest of all age groups, and this
is true if the firearm in their possession is a
semiautomatic pistol, a revolver, or a rifle.
Revolvers recovered by law enforcement from
juveniles have a median time-to-crime of more
than 15 years.  An exception to the pattern is
that the small number of shotguns and “Other”
firearms possessed by juveniles have a shorter
time-to-crime than other age groups.

Shortest and Longest Time-to-Crime Guns.
As shown in Table 9, semiautomatic pistols

recovered from youth have the shortest median
time-to-crime, 3.6 years (5,620 traces).  Thus,
half of the semiautomatic pistols recovered
from youth in 1999 were sold in 1995 or later.
The longest median time-to-crime is observed
for revolvers possessed by juveniles, 15.3 years
(433 traces).  Time-to-crime information alone
cannot determine whether these recovered
semiautomatic pistols were obtained through
illegal diversion or purchased new from FFLs
by youth crime gun possessors.  This is the type
of question that law enforcement officials must
further investigate.  Since nearly 89 percent of
all traced crime guns changed hands at least
once before recovery by law enforcement, it can
be assumed that illegal diversion plays a signifi-
cant role in youth crime gun acquisition.

City variations.  The median time-to-crime for
recovered crime guns varied across the YCGII
cities.  Certain cities had a median time-to-
crime that was notably shorter than the YCGII
city average of 5.7 years.  These cities included
Gary, IN (2.9 years); Atlanta, GA (3.2 years);
Portland, OR (3.2 years); St. Louis, MO (3.2
years); and Milwaukee, WI (3.6 years).  Other
cities had a median time-to-crime that was
much longer than the YCGII city average.
These cities included New York, NY (7.2 years);
Oakland, CA (7.3 years); Boston, MA (7.6 years);
Jersey City, NJ (7.8 years); and San Jose, CA (8.9
years).

Table 9:   Median Time-to-Crime in Years by Firearm Type and
Age Group of Possessor

Juvenile Youth Adult Age All Ages
Type of Weapon (Ages 17 & Under) (Ages 18-24) (Ages 25 & Older) Unknown

Semiautomatic Pistol 5.2 3.6 4.3 4.8 4.3
Revolver 15.3 11.6 10.6 12.4 11.7
Rifle 8.6 5.7 7.1 7.9 7.0
Shotgun 6.0 5.8 7.6 8.0 7.1
Other 5.1 7.4 6.0 7.0 6.3
Total 6.3 4.8 5.6 6.1 5.7
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Figure 7: Median Time-to-Crime by Firearm Type

Figure 8: Median Time-to-Crime by Age Group of Possessor
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 Top Ten Crime Guns by Manufacturer, Caliber, Type,
and Time-to-Crime

Time-to-Crime Varies Significantly Among
Crime Guns.  As shown in Table 10, there are
significant differences in time-to-crime among
crime guns classified by manufacturer.

Short Time-to-Crime Guns.  As shown in Table
10, Bryco Arms 9mm semiautomatic pistols
had the fastest median time-to-crime for all
ages combined, just over 1.5 years, and 68
percent (526 of 770) had a time-to-crime of 3
years or less; the shortest time-to-crime was 0
days.  Bryco Arms .380 caliber semiautomatic
pistols had a slightly longer time-to-crime of 2.5
years; 54 percent (499 of 917) of these crime
guns had a time-to-crime of 3 years or less.
Other firearms with relatively fast median time-
to-crime include the Ruger 9mm semiauto-
matic pistol, median time-to-crime of nearly 3
years; and the Lorcin Engineering .380 semiau-
tomatic pistol, median time-to-crime of 3.5
years.

Longer Time-to-Crime Guns.  As shown in
Table 10, the Smith & Wesson .38 caliber re-

volver had a median time-to-crime of just over
13 years; only 10 percent of the Smith and
Wesson .38 caliber revolvers had a median
time-to-crime of 3 years or less.  The Smith &
Wesson .357 caliber revolver had a median
time-to-crime of just over 12 years, and the
Smith & Wesson 9mm semiautomatic pistol
had a median time-to-crime of just over 4.5
years. Only 2 percent of the Raven Arms .25
caliber semiautomatic pistols had a median
time-to-crime of 3 years or less.  In the case of
this firearm, long time-to-crime can be corre-
lated to its production history; Raven Arms
stopped manufacturing firearms in 1991.12

Therefore, many of these firearms were likely
to have been re-sold as used by FFLs and/or
transferred by unlicensed persons.

Long Gun Time-to-Crime.  As shown in Table
10, the Mossberg 12 gauge shotgun, the only
long gun among the most frequently traced
firearms, had a median time-to-crime of 5.5
years; 32 percent of these guns had a time-to-
crime of 3 years or less.

Table 10: Time-to-Crime for Top Ten Crime Guns by Age Group of Possessor

Median Time-
to-Crime Time-to-Crime Fastest Case

in of 3 Years  or less (in

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun All to-Crime* Years Number Percent**  days)***

Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 165 118 3.5 50 42.4 1
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 160 47 15.3 3 6.4 231
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 138 110 12.1 5 4.5 31
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 92 75 6.0 11 14.7 59
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 90 69 2.8 38 55.1 2
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 87 63 1.6 41 65.1 5
Lorcin Engineering .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 79 53 6.2 16 30.2 9
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 67 42 6.1 13 31.0 71
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 64 41 4.0 14 34.1 7
Lorcin Engineering 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 57 43 1.6 31 72.1 12

12 Fjestad, S. P., Blue Book of Gun Values, 2000. 21st ed. p. 1011.  Minneapolis, MN: Bluebook Publications.

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

* Time-to-crime can only be calculated when a trace is completed and a recovery date is submitted.

** The denominator used to calculate this result is the total number of trace requests where a time-to-crime was
established.

*** A time-to-crime of 0 days indicates the recovery of a firearm during or immediately following a sale from a
Federal firearms licensee.

Number of
Crime Guns

With Time-
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Table 10: Time-to-Crime for Top Ten Crime Guns by Age Group
of Possessor (Continued)

Median Time-
to-Crime Time-to-Crime Fastest Case

in of 3 Years  or less (in

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun All to-Crime* Years Number Percent**  days)***

Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 541 430 3.6 186 43.3 3
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 520 393 2.2 234 59.5 1
Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 504 168 13.1 16 9.5 38
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 349 237 4.3 92 38.8 1
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 329 234 1.2 167 71.4 2
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 321 255 2.0 148 58.0 0
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 318 248 5.2 83 33.5 1
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 303 217 12.2 6 2.8 238
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 270 145 13.4 17 11.7 9
Mossberg 12GA Shotgun 255 172 4.3 71 41.3 0

Median Time-
to-Crime Time-to-Crime Fastest Case

in of 3 Years  or less (in

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun All to-Crime* Years Number Percent**  days)***

Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 1,007 351 12.6 45 12.8 2
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 619 526 3.7 224 42.6 0
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 573 478 3.3 223 46.7 4
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 508 326 11.9 52 16.0 6
Mossberg 12GA Shotgun 499 327 5.9 84 25.7 13
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 498 355 5.0 114 32.1 7
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 465 331 11.0 2 0.6 44
Taurus .38 Revolver 406 266 6.0 74 27.8 2
Marlin .22 Rifle 370 198 12.4 31 15.7 12
Rossi .38 Revolver 368 251 6.2 62 24.7 21

Median Time-
to-Crime Time-to-Crime Fastest Case

in of 3 Years  or less (in

Manufacturer Caliber Type of Crime Gun All to-Crime* Years Number Percent**  days)***

Smith & Wesson .38 Revolver 2,968 960 13.1 101 10.5 2
Lorcin Engineering .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,911 1,522 3.5 667 43.8 0
Ruger 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,636 1,303 2.9 658 50.5 1
Raven Arms .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,394 991 11.6 19 1.9 1
Smith & Wesson 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,376 942 4.6 324 34.4 1
Smith & Wesson .357 Revolver 1,335 802 12.1 115 14.3 6
Mossberg 12GA Shotgun 1,287 837 5.5 265 31.7 0
Bryco Arms .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,134 917 2.5 499 54.4 0
Davis Industries .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1,107 876 5.6 232 26.5 0
Bryco Arms 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1,063 770 1.6 526 68.3 0

Youth (ages 18-24)

Adult (ages 25 & over)

All Ages

* Time-to-crime can only be calculated when a trace is completed and a recovery date is submitted.

** The denominator used to calculate this result is the total number of trace requests where a time-to-crime was established.

*** A time-to-crime of 0 days indicates the recovery of a firearm during or immediately following a sale from a
Federal firearms licensee.

Number of
Crime Guns

With Time-

Number of
Crime Guns

With Time-

Number of
Crime Guns

With Time-
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Manufacturer, Model, Caliber/Gauge, Type of Firearms, and
 Time-to-Crime

Limited Model Information.  Table 11a shows
time-to-crime for the most frequently traced
firearms by specific model.  Traces are analyzed
from nine cities: Atlanta, GA; Charlotte-
Mecklenburg, NC; Gary, IN; Jersey City, NJ;
Miami, FL; New Orleans, LA; Omaha, NE;
Richmond, VA; and Seattle, WA.  Models vary
greatly in their time-to-crime.

Short Time-to-Crime Youth Handgun Mod-
els.  Youth crime guns are heavily concentrated
in the medium and high caliber semiautomatic
pistols with relatively short time-to-crime.  As
shown in Table 11a, 7 of the 10 most frequently
traced youth crime gun models have a median
time-to-crime of less than 2 years.  These short
time-to-crime gun models are overwhelmingly
9mm and .380 caliber semiautomatic pistols,
including the Lorcin Engineering L9 (0.6 year),
the Ruger P95 (1.1 years), the Hi-Point C (0.8
year), the Bryco Arms 9 (0.5 year), the Bryco
Arms 48 (0.5 year), and the Bryco Arms 38 (1.5
years).  In addition, the more powerful Smith &
Wesson Sigma .40 caliber semiautomatic has an
extremely fast median time-to-crime of 0.8 years.
Due to their short time-to-crime, many of these
guns that were seized from a youth who did not
purchase them have the potential to provide
valuable trafficking leads.

Mixed Time-to-Crime for Adult Handgun
Models.  As shown in Table 11a, the most
frequently traced adult crime guns are a more
varied mix of firearms with typically a longer
median time-to-crime.  The Lorcin Engineering
L9 (1 year), the Ruger P95 (1 year), and the Hi-
Point C (1.2 years) have a time-to-crime of less
than 2 years. The other medium caliber semi-
automatic pistols, including the Ruger P89 (3.9
years), the Lorcin Engineering L380 (3.1 years),
and the Davis Industries P380 (5.8 years) all
have a longer time-to-crime.  The list also
includes the Raven Arms MP25 with a 10.9 year
median time-to-crime, and the Taurus 85 and
Rossi M68 with a median time-to-crime of 6.4
and 3.6 years, respectively.  The Glock G.m.b.H.
22 has a significantly longer time-to-crime (2.9
years) than its counterpart on the youth list, the
Smith & Wesson Sigma (0.8 years).

Mixed Time-to-Crime for Juvenile Handgun
Models.  Juveniles resemble adults more than
youths in the models of handgun that they
possess, but juvenile crime guns tended to have
a longer time-to-crime than adult crime guns.
As shown in Table 11a, the most frequently
traced juvenile crime guns included fewer
medium caliber, short time-to-crime semiauto-
matic pistols than the youth list, and included
more small caliber weapons, and more revolv-
ers with a longer time-to-crime.  Several of the
medium caliber semiautomatic pistols, includ-
ing the Lorcin Engineering L380, (3.1 years)
and the Lorcin Engineering L9 (1.5 years) have
a median time-to-crime that is longer than in
the youth and adult categories.  There are two
.25 caliber semiautomatic pistols, the Raven
Arms MP25 (8.6 years) and the Lorcin Engi-
neering L25. (6.3 years).  The list also contains
a pair of .38 caliber revolvers, the Charter Arms
Undercover (18.2 years) and the Smith &
Wesson 36 (16.6 years).  Those with a shorter
median time-to-crime, the Bryco Arms 9 semi-
automatic pistol (0.2 year), the Bryco Arms 48,
(1.1 years) and the Hi-Point C semiautomatic
pistol (2.2 years), also tend to have a short
time-to-crime in other age categories.

Time-to-Crime Among Long Gun Models.  As
shown in Table 11b, the long gun models for
adults with the shortest median time-to-crime
and, therefore, greatest investigative potential
are the Hi-Point 995 rifle and the Maverick 88
shotgun, 1.2 and 2.0 years time-to-crime,
respectively.  Adults and youth are similar in
their involvement with long guns, though youth
long guns have somewhat shorter time-to-
crime.  Among the shortest time-to-crime youth
models, the Winchester 1300 shotgun had a
median time-to-crime of 0.2 years, and the
Mossberg 500 shotgun had a median time-to-
crime of 3.9 years.  Long gun models most
frequently recovered from adults or youth
include rifles that are primarily sporting de-
signs, the Marlin 60, the Ruger 10/22, and the
Winchester 94, with a median time-to-crime of
greater than 10 years.
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Table 11a: Top Ten Handguns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber, and Type by
Age Group of Possessor with Median Time-to-Crime, for Selected Cities

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Median Number

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 3.1 23
Raven Arms MP25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 8.6 11
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 6.4 9
Lorcin Engineering L25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 6.3 7
Charter Arms Undercover .380 Revolver 18.2 6
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.5 6
Smith & Wesson 36 .38 Revolver 16.6 6
Bryco Arms 48 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1.1 5
Bryco Arms 9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 0.2 5
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 2.2 5

Youth (ages 18-24)

Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Median Number

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 2.6 96
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 0.6 65
Ruger P95 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.1 49
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 6.0 36
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 0.8 34
Ruger P89 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 4.4 33
Bryco Arms 9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 0.5 29
Bryco Arms 48 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 0.5 28
Bryco Arms 38 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 1.5 27
Smith & Wesson Sigma .40 Semiautomatic Pistol 0.8 26

Adult (ages 25 & over)

Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Median Number

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 3.1 142
Ruger P89 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 3.9 74
Raven Arms MP25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 10.9 62
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.0 59
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 5.8 48
Ruger P95 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.0 41
Taurus 85 .38 Revolver 6.4 37
Rossi M68 .38 Revolver 3.6 33
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.2 32
Glock G.m.b.H. 22 .40 Semiautomatic Pistol 2.9 31
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Table 11a: Top Ten Handguns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber, and Type by
Age Group of Possessor with Median Time-to-Crime, for Selected Cities

(Continued)

All Ages
Manufacturer Model Caliber Type Median Number

Lorcin Engineering L380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 3.0 411
Lorcin Engineering L9 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 0.9 199
Ruger P89 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 4.3 167
Raven Arms MP25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 10.3 158
Davis Industries P380 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 5.8 153
Ruger P95 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.0 128
Hi-Point C 9mm Semiautomatic Pistol 1.6 105
Bryco Arms 48 .380 Semiautomatic Pistol 0.9 98
Taurus 85 .38 Revolver 6.2 93
Lorcin Engineering L25 .25 Semiautomatic Pistol 5.5 90

Table 11b: Top Ten Long Guns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber/Gauge, and
Type by Age Group of Possessor with Median Time-to-Crime,

for Selected Cities

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Median Number

North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 4.8 8
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 2.3 5
Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 4.6 4

Youth (ages 18-24)

Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Median Number

North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 5.1 33
Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 3.9 28
Maverick Arms 88 12 GA Shotgun 1.3 15
Remington Arms 870 12 GA Shotgun 6.6 13
North China Industries MAK90 7.62mm Rifle 4.7 11
Hi-Point 995 9mm Rifle 0.9 10
Winchester 1300 12 GA Shotgun 0.2 6
Marlin 60 .22 Rifle 4.5 4
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 6.0 4
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Table 11b: Top Ten Long Guns by Manufacturer, Model, Caliber/Gauge, and
Type by Age Group of Possessor with Median Time-to-Crime,

for Selected Cities (Continued)

Adult (ages 25 & over)

Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Median Number

Marlin 60 .22 Rifle 10.3 33
Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 8.4 32
Remington Arms 870 12 GA Shotgun 5.8 22
North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 4.6 18
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 11.5 12
Hi-Point 995 9mm Rifle 1.2 11
Winchester 94 30-30 Rifle 17.1 11
Maverick Arms 88 12 GA Shotgun 2.0 10
Colt AR15 .223 Rifle 6.3 9
North China Industries MAK90 7.62mm Rifle 4.6 9

All Ages
Manufacturer Model Caliber/Gauge Type Median Number

Mossberg 500 12 GA Shotgun 5.0 105
North China Industries SKS 7.62mm Rifle 4.9 97
Remington Arms 870 12 GA Shotgun 6.7 68
Marlin 60 .22 Rifle 9.5 66
Maverick Arms 88 12 GA Shotgun 1.6 49
Ruger 10/22 .22 Rifle 10.8 41
Hi-Point 995 9mm Rifle 1.0 34
North China Industries MAK90 7.62mm Rifle 5.1 31
Winchester 1300 12 GA Shotgun 3.3 29
Winchester 94 30-30 Rifle 18.0 20
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2–6  Geographic Sources of Traced Firearms

Most Crime Guns Originally Purchased from
Local Federal Firearms Licensees.  As shown
in Table 12, about 62 percent of crime guns
were first purchased from FFLs in the State in
which the guns were recovered by law enforce-
ment officials.

Differences Among Age Groups with Crime
Gun Geographic Sources.  As Table 12 shows,
while in-State crime guns predominated for all
age groups, this is more so for adult crime gun
possessors than for youth or juveniles.

Youth Crime Gun Geographic Sources.  As
shown in Table 12, more youth crime guns (40
percent) than adult crime guns (34 percent)
were first purchased from out-of-State FFLs.

Many In-State Crime Guns Come from
Nearby Counties.  As shown in Table 13, the
source FFLs were within the same counties as
the recovery cities for over a quarter of the
crime guns (26 percent), nearly 11 percent of
source FFLs were in adjacent counties in the
same State or a neighboring State (9 percent).

Juvenile Crime Gun Geographic Sources.
Crime guns recovered from juveniles were
more likely (46.8 percent) than guns recovered
from youth or adults to come from out-of-State
FFLs.

City Variations.  Cities vary significantly in the
geographic sources of crime guns.

• Six cities had 80 percent or more of their
traceable crime guns first sold by FFLs in
the State in which the city was located:
Birmingham, AL; Gary, IN; Houston, TX;
Miami, FL; New Orleans, LA; and San
Antonio, TX.

• Four of these six cities (Birmingham, AL;
Gary, IN; Houston, TX; and Miami, FL)
had at least 40 percent of their in-State
traceable crime guns originated from the

county in which the recovery city was
located.  Houston, TX had the highest
percentage of in-State crime guns origi-
nating from the same county (69 per-
cent).

• For five cities, FFLs in the State where
the city is located were the source of
fewer than half of traced crime guns:
Boston, MA; Detroit, MI;  Jersey City, NJ;
Las Vegas, NV; and New York City, NY.

• Boston, MA; Jersey City, NJ; and New York
City, NY had a noteworthy number of guns
originating both from within their respec-
tive States and from southern States such
as Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida.

• Many of the traceable crime guns recov-
ered in Detroit, MI were first sold at FFLs
in Michigan (47 percent); however, a note-
worthy percentage of traceable crime guns
were also first sold at FFLs in Ohio (12
percent).

• Chicago, IL is part of both regional and
national patterns.  Of guns recovered in
Chicago, 9 percent were first sold by FFLs
in the neighboring State of Indiana.  Many
guns originated with FFLs in the South,
with Mississippi supplying 8 percent.  FFLs
in Kentucky, Florida, Alabama, and Arkan-
sas supplied an additional 8 percent.

• Las Vegas, NV had a notable number of
guns from California FFLs (23 percent).
Under half (49 percent) of the firearms
were purchased from FFLs in Nevada.

• As a result of strict regulations on the sale
and possession of firearms in Washington
DC, FFLs in Maryland and Virginia were
the sources of 55 percent of the traceable
crime guns recovered in Washington, DC.
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Table 13:  County, State, and Interstate Sources of Crime Guns

Juvenile (ages 17 & under)

Source Total Percent

Within Same County 528 23.4
Adjoining County 145 6.4
Other County-Same State 526 23.3
Adjoining County-Other State 43 1.9
Other County-Other State 1,013 44.9
Total with Known Source 2,255 100.0

Youth (ages 18-24)

Source Total Percent

Within Same County 2,421 26.7
Adjoining County 814 9.0
Other County-Same State 2,187 24.1
Adjoining County-Other State 148 1.6
Other County-Other State 3,498 38.6
Total with Known Source 9,068 100.0

Adult (ages 25 & over)

Source Total Percent

Within Same County 4,245 28.6
Adjoining County 1,404 9.5
Other County-Same State 4,159 28.1
Adjoining County-Other State 238 1.6
Other County-Other State 4,775 32.2
Total with Known Source 14,821 100.0

All Ages
Source Total Percent

Within Same County 10,305 25.9
Adjoining County 3,561 8.9
Other County-Same State 10,638 26.7
Adjoining County-Other State 649 1.6
Other County-Other State 14,644 36.8
Total with Known Source 39,797 100.0

Table 12: Intrastate and Interstate Sources of Crime Guns

Number
Juvenile Youth Adult All Ages

(ages 17 & under) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & over)

In-State 1,199 5,422 9,808 24,504

Out-of-State 1,056 3,646 5,013 15,293

Total 2,255 9,068 14,821 39,797

Percent
Juvenile Youth Adult All Ages

(ages 17 & under) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & over)

In-State 53.2 59.8 66.2 61.6

Out-of-State 46.8 40.2 33.8 38.4

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Regional and National Geographic Source Patterns

Regional Patterns.  Figure 9 shows that in 16
of the cities, the crime guns were originally
purchased in significant numbers at FFLs in
States in the region in which the city is located:
Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, MD; New York, NY;
St. Louis, MO; Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Portland,
OR; Tucson, AZ; Cincinnati, OH; Charlotte-
Mecklenburg, NC; Detroit, MI; and Washington,
DC.

Figure 9

Regional Trafficking Patterns, 1999
Number of Recovered Crime Guns Traced to 

Federal Firearms Licensees in Neighboring States, for Each Recovery City
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Source to Recovery Patterns.  The State that
contains a city is generally its most important
source of crime guns.  Many guns move from
regional and national sources, however.   Fig-
ures A and B show the relative contribution of
these sources.  Regional trafficking consists of
guns moving to a city from a neighboring State,
while national trafficking involves guns moving
from more distant States.
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Two National Patterns.  Figure 10 illustrates
that some cities form part of larger national
patterns.  The most important interstate pat-
tern is a south-north pattern along the East
Coast, of crime guns first purchased at FFLs in
the South, and recovered by law enforcement

in Washington, DC; Baltimore, MD;
Philadelphia,PA; and New York, NY.  There is
also a central south-north pattern, with guns
first sold by FFLs in the South being recov-
ered in Memphis, TN; St. Louis, MO; and
especially Chicago, IL.

Regional and National Geographic Source Patterns (Continued)

Federal Firearms Licensees in States Outside Local Region, for Each Recovery City
Number of Recovered Crime Guns Traced to

Crime Gun Analysis Branch

,
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2–7  Crime Guns with Obliterated Serial Numbers

Results of Traces from Eleven Cities.  Since
tracing of crime guns with obliterated serial
numbers is not conducted consistently by law
enforcement agencies, this report presents
information from 11 cities which submitted
requests for at least 85 of their crime guns with
obliterated serial numbers:  Baltimore, MD;
Boston, MA; Chicago, IL; Detroit, MI; Los Ange-
les, CA; Memphis, TN; Milwaukee, WI;  New
York City, NY; Philadelphia, PA; St. Louis, MO;
and Washington, DC.  No rifles, shotguns, or
combination guns were included in this analy-
sis because some older long guns were manu-
factured without serial numbers.  Unique serial
numbers were not mandated on all firearms
until passage of the Gun Control Act (GCA) in
1968, and it is not always possible to distin-
guish certain pre-GCA firearms from post-GCA
firearms with the information provided.

Characteristics of Crime Guns with Obliter-
ated Serial Numbers.  As shown in Table 14, in
the 11 cities that were analyzed, 9 percent of
semiautomatic pistols and nearly 5 percent of
revolvers traced had obliterated serial numbers.
Only a handful of derringers (29 of 519) had their
serial numbers obliterated.

Obliteration Is Far More Common Among
Youth and Juvenile Crime Guns.  As shown in
Table 14, obliteration is more common among
crime guns recovered from youth and juveniles
than from adults.  Ten percent of semiautomatic
pistols recovered from youth and juveniles had
obliterated serial numbers.  There is little varia-

tion by possessor’s age in the percentage of
revolvers with obliterated serial numbers.

Tracing Crime Guns with Obliterated Serial
Numbers.  The obliteration of the serial num-
ber on a crime gun is a key criminal indicator
of trafficking, because it shows that someone in
the chain of possession assumes that the gun
will be used for a crime, may have to be dis-
carded by a criminal, or may be recovered by
the police.  If an obliterated serial number can
be restored by a trained firearms examiner,
tracing can proceed, with the result of possibly
identifying participants in a serious criminal
conspiracy.  The tracing of guns with obliter-
ated serial numbers is not conducted consis-
tently by law enforcement agencies, however;
not all jurisdictions are aware of the potential
to restore and trace guns with obliterated serial
numbers, and not all jurisdictions have the
resources to do so.  Even if the serial number is
not restored, ATF urges law enforcement agencies
to submit informational traces so that informa-
tion on firearm type, possessors, their associates,
and recovery locations can be analyzed for traf-
ficking leads.

Federal Felony - 5 Years’ Imprisonment.
Possession of a gun with an obliterated serial
number is itself a Federal felony punishable by
5 years’ imprisonment.  Law enforcement
should keep this in mind when debriefing
individuals found in possession of guns with
obliterated serial numbers.
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Table 14:  Obliterated Serial Number Firearms, for Selected Cities

All Handguns for Eleven Selected Cities

Juvenile Youth Adult All Ages
(ages 17 & under) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & over)

Semiautomatic Pistol 1,612 5,489 6,472 20,262
Revolver 866 2,365 3,838 11,791
Derringer 30 93 212 519
Total 2,508 7,947 10,522 32,572

Handguns with Obliterated Serial Numbers

Juvenile Youth Adult All Ages
(ages 17 & under) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & over)

Semiautomatic Pistol 164 565 381 1,827
Revolver 45 133 166 553
Derringer 0 9 3 29
Total 209 707 550 2,409

Percentage of Handguns Having Obliterated Serial Numbers

Juvenile Youth Adult All Ages
(ages 17 & under) (ages 18-24) (ages 25 & over)

Semiautomatic Pistol 10.2 10.3 5.9 9.0
Revolver 5.2 5.6 4.3 4.7
Derringer 0.0 9.7 1.4 5.6
Total 8.3 8.9 5.2 6.8
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2–8  Multiple Sales

Multiple Sales Behind 22 Percent of Traced
Handguns.  National Tracing Center process-
ing of multiple sales report data, with the
potential for use in combination with the
Firearms Tracing System, was implemented in
late 1998.  This is the first year ATF has been
able to provide specific data on handguns
recovered in crime that were first sold in mul-
tiple sales.  For all 32 cities combined, multiple
sales handguns accounted for 22 percent (525)
of all handguns first sold at retail in 1999 and
traced in 1999 (2,378).

Link Between Multiple Sales and Oblitera-
tion.  Among all traced handguns, those origi-
nally purchased in multiple sales transactions

were particularly likely to have obliterated
serial numbers.  Multiple sales handguns made
up 51 percent (18) of all traced handguns with
obliterated serial numbers that were first sold
at retail in 1999 and were the subject of a trace
request that same year (35).  This means that,
among handguns both sold and traced in 1999,
those recovered and traced with obliterated
serial numbers were 2.3 times as likely to have
been from a multiple sale (51 percent) as were
all handguns together (22 percent).  Additional
attention will be given to this issue as more
data on multiple sales and better data on oblit-
eration becomes available.


